
Notice of Changes to Procedures for 
CJA Reimbursement for Computer-Assisted Legal Research

Changes to the CJA Guidelines that would simplify procedures for reimbursing CJA
panel attorneys for computer-assisted legal research (CALR) expenses are under consideration. 
As part of an Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts pilot program designed to assess the
potential budgetary impact of these proposed changes, the United States Court of Appeals for the
Seventh Circuit will apply the proposed guidelines, effective April 1, 2004.  The proposed
amended guidelines are attached to this notice as Attachment A; examples of reasonable
documentation for CALR expenses are attached as Attachment B.

Beginning on April 1, 2004, and continuing for a 15-month period, reasonable CALR
expenses (including, but not limited to, legal research performed on Westlaw and Lexis-Nexis)
for research performed on or after April 1, 2004, will be reimbursed under either paragraph 2.27
of the CJA Guidelines as a reimbursable out-of-pocket expense or paragraph 3.15 of the
Guidelines as an expert service, as long as the expenses are itemized and reasonably documented.
Under the pilot program guideline amendments set forth in Attachment A, attorneys will be
required to document their CALR expenses, but will not be required to describe the subject
matter of the research or estimate the number of hours required to do the research manually, as
required under the existing guidelines.  Similarly, attorneys may be reimbursed for the use of
commercial computer-assisted legal research services, as long as the usage is deemed reasonable
and the expenses are documented.

Attorneys with flat-rate computer-assisted legal research contracts may claim expenses
derived by prorating monthly charges.  Examples of appropriate proration methods and
reasonable documentation of prorated expenses are set forth in Attachment B.
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